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the British justice secretary, issued a
statement Wednesday expressing

disappointment with the ruling by a
judge at the High Court in London.
Straw called the decision to refuse

permission for a civil case to be held
in public "disappointing." But the

judge determined that as no
evidence of any kind existed to

suggest rape had occurred,
permission to hold a civil trial could
not be granted. The statement did

not address how the alleged victim's
claim might be enforced by other

means. The woman alleged in a civil
claim she was assaulted by financier

and husband of fashion designer
Diane Von Furstenberg, Arpad

Busson. Busson accused her of lying.
The judge said the DNA sample in

the woman's underwear provided no
proof of nonconsensual sex. The
woman told court authorities that
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she was taken by Busson to his
London townhouse in December
2012 and invited to his bedroom.
The judge ruled that Busson didn't

deny any sexual encounter, but
merely said "no recollection" of it
after the woman told him it "still

hurts to talk about." The judge said
there were no witnesses or evidence

to support the woman's claim.
Busson told the court he was

"distressed" by what the
complainant said, but not with

allegations of rape. Von Furstenberg,
who could not be reached for

comment, in 2016 was acquitted of
sexual assault by a British judge.
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